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Editorial 


Pollination of Caladenia, diversity in Sarcochilus 
and reports of shows form the main focus of 
this Orchadian issue. The variety of shapes and 
colours from the sarcs and their kin that are 
starting to appear on the show bench and the 
sales bench are simply staggering. 


The Ira Butler Trophy Committee has asked for 
the inclusion in this issue of their report for 
2013. Many of you with access to the web will 
already be aware of the outcomes from last 
year, but | use this as a reminder that 
applications for the 2014 awards are due to the 
committee soon. Visit their website 
(www.irabutlertrophy.org) to get forms and 
submit your entries. Other plants that were 
entered and received silver in the trophies can 
also be seen at the website, so it is well worth a 
visit to see what was considered the best of the 
entries. 


Show reports are included from a number of the 
groups, and | trust you will be pleased to see 
what scored best at the shows for Newcastle, 
Melbourne Suburbs, Illawarra and Geelong 
groups. | hope other groups will also provide me 
with a brief report and photos of the shows 
they hold, as this is the best way to show what 
is being grown in your part of Australasia. 


Graeme Russell—one of our newer crop of 
developing judges—has presented an article on 
Dendrobium speciosum var. ~— speciosum 


‘Windermere’, one of the great parents that has 
influenced our. breeding of both hybrids and 





Dendrobium speciosum, intervarietal and line 
bred within the type variety. Hopefully this will 
provide a good history and leave only a few 
questions that may never be fully answered. 


Nita Wheeler has also provided an article about 
a quick trip through some of the southern NSW 
inland areas. The trip was a while ago, and may 
be a bit dated. However, finding plants 
growing happily in the wild is always a good 
thing to come across, and that excitement is 
conveyed here—along with the fun had with 
‘Frannie’. 


The Barrie Family at Kulnura has been in the 
orchid game for many, many years, and Scott 
has recently been having fantastic success with 
Sarcochilus hybridising. Each year he hosts an 
open day—usually just after the last of the NSW 
club sarc shows—and this year | managed to get 
along to see it. | thoroughly recommend it to 
anyone with the chance to be among some of 
the best ‘pot plant’ sarc breeding going. Like 
some of the Boxing Day sales, this event has a 
brief, hectic period as purchasers race to the 
trays of plants that most interest them—this 
year the yellows. However, even once those are 
snaffled up, the quality will keep you there for 
hours going ‘do | or don’t |’! Other things are 
also able to be seen when you have a huge 
opportunity to grow plants on, and | present a 
photo showing just how odd some of the 
genetics can be. 


The ANOS Council and | would like to wish all 
our members a safe and happy festive season— 
may the tree be festooned with epiphytes and 
the carpet sprout ground orchids. Well, maybe 
not, but | hope that enjoy your time to prepare 
for next year. | also trust that you will enjoy this 
issue. 


Greg Steenbeeke 


_ Flower details of Rhizanthella slateri, the east- 


ern underground orchid, which caused a bit of a 
media stir when I drafted a media release about 
genetic work I was commissioning. 
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President’s Report 


As the show season ends for 2014 | like to 
reflect on the shows that | attended. While 
there has been great improvements on native 
hybrids it is good to see some of our species do 
well. At the Newcastle group spring show Ron 
Young’s specimen plant of Dendrobium 
teretifolium “Judy” was awarded Grand 
Champion (see report), well done Ron. 


The rapid evolution of Sarcochilus hybrids 
continues and | found Barrita’s open day 
amazing with a huge display on show. While 
Scott Barrie and his team deserve all accolades | 
often think of the people who | feel are largely 
responsible for present growers and breeders 
stud plants. Locally to me, Ken Russell is 
responsible for introducing some of the 
Numinbah_ Valley forms of Sarcochilus 
hartmannii such as “Red Snow” 
which has been used = 


plant was used in Neville f% 
Roper’s hybridising and has Ge 
resulted in some excellent 
yellow hybrids. 


Down Under Native Orchids 
have been line breeding and 
hybridising Sarcochilus for well 
over 20 years. Neil Finch and 
Brian Gerhard should be fim 
recognised for their & 
contribution, | still marvel a 
the sight of Sarcochilus } 
hartmannii “B.S” in flower. 


David Butler has been breeding y 
Sarcochilus for many years and 

is still breeding and growing §& 
beautiful hybrids. To seek 
David’s orchid house in October 4. 
is a special treat (a snippet is 
pictured here) and his plants : 
still “ clean up” at the local | 
A.N.O.S. shows. 





Of course there are other 
Sarcochilus breeders out there | 
but | have mentioned those 
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that are in my local area. Lorraine Fagg and John 
Woolf have collaborated in the line breeding of 
Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii with outstanding results. 
Neville Roper has been doing amazing things 
with Sarcochilus species and hybrids. In recent 
times Lloyd Edwards has been _hybridising 
beautiful Sarcochilus. Col Fitzimmons has made 
some great (mainly) novelty hybrids. There are 
numerous others out there making great 
hybrids that we growers can all benefit from. 


| am sure that the genus Sarcochilus and its 
hybrids will become very popular in other 
temperate countries of the world. 


Hope you are all enjoying your native orchids. 














DS 


Ira Butler Trophy Committee 2013 


Irene Bodell, Sec. Ira Butler Trophy Committee 


This year a change in Chairmanship came about 
with Peter Weston, who for over the past 5 
years has held this position, standing down and 
Alan Stephenson being elected to the chair. The 
Ira Butler Trophy Committee, and in particular 
the secretary, wish to thank Peter for his 
professional approach and manner in the way 
he held toward the Committee. 


Many of you will know our new Chairman Alan 
Stephenson. He is the current conservation 
officer for the Australian Orchid Council and the 
previous conservation officer of the Australasian 
Native Orchid Society. Alan is a retired Judge of 
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the Orchid Society of NSW. His is renowned for 
his untiring efforts with State and Federal 
Government bodies as well as many local 
governments, in protecting our threatened 
species. The committee looks forward to his 
chairmanship in the coming years. 


It was very rewarding to receive entries that 
were from all over Australia. Entries for the Bill 
Murdoch Trophy are now equalizing with those 
of the Ira Butler Trophy section. Both of the G 
Hermon Slade section entries are too increasing, 
however with so many growers now venturing 
into Australasian orchids, more would be 
appreciated. 


As you are all no-doubt aware, 
we have moved the closing 
dates for this prestigious event 
to the end of December. This is 
allowing societies that hold 
their shows later to participate 
in the same year of the show 
thus not wait 12 months to 
enter. All this information can 
be gathered from our website 


We appreciate all entries 
received and encourage 
everyone to visit our website, it 
holds a lot of history of our 
native orchids and hybrids. 


All the required paperwork can 
be downloaded from our 
website: 
www.irabutlertrophy.org 


It is pleasing to announce the 
2013 winner of the Ira Butler 
Trophy going Henk van den 
Berg for his entry of 
Dendrobium Greta Snow 


Dendrobium Greta Snow 
‘Cheryal’, 2013 winner of the 
Ira Butler Trophy. 
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‘Cheryal’ (front cover and opposite). 


The Bill Murdoch Trophy also goes to Henk 
van den Berg for his entry of Dendrobium 
speciosum var. curvicaule ‘Daylight 

Moon’ (this page). 


The G. Hermon Slade Trophy for Hybrid goes 
to K and R Gowlett for their entry of 
Dendrobium Sweet Poly ‘Rosey-K’ (photos on 
page 56) 


The G. Hermon Slade Trophy for Species goes 
to Fred Fear who entered his plant of 
Dendrobium tangerinum ‘Blackalls’ (photos on 
page 57 and 82) 


Silver Certificate awarded to the following 
persons for their entries in the Ira Butler 
division. 


David Butler for Plectochilus Harlequin 
‘Moonlight’ 


Wayne Perrim for Den. Karloos Heart ‘Kaz’ 


Henk van den Berg for Den. Duno Vivspot 
Jarrah’ 


Henk van den Berg for Den. Esme Poulton 
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G. Hermon Slade Trophy for Hybrid for 2013 - Dendrobium Sweet Poly ‘Rosey-K’ 
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‘Gordon’ 


e Brian Gerhard for Den. Phena’s Charm 
‘Genesis’ 


Silver Certificates awards to the following 
persons for their entries in the Bill Murdoch 
division 

e Nesbitt’s Orchids - Eriochilus cucullatus 

e Ross Morrison - Den. lichenastrum ‘Donna’ 
e David Butler - Sarco. falcatus ‘Big White #1’ 
e Bill & Jenny Lennon - Den. discolor ‘B & J’ 


e Robert Reitano - Den. canaliculatum var. 
canaliculatum 


Silver Certificates are still not awarded to the G. 
Hermon Slade division due to the small number 
of entrants, however we hope that this category 
will soon be as popular as the other two as we 
know there is renewed interest in our 
Australasian orchids. 


The committee wishes to thank all entrants and 
we are looking forward to a bigger and more 
interesting 2014 judging. 
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G. Hermon Slade Trophy for Species - Dendrobium tangerinum ‘Blackalls 






Orchid Species of the Shoalhaven: 
NSW Australia 
Stephenson, Alan W. 2011 
The vast and diverse Shoalhaven region of 
New South Wales covers an area of 4,660 


square kilometres. This colourful introduction 


to the native orchids of the region will assist 
field naturalist and native orchid enthusiasts 
to accurately identify the species. Concise 


information is provided for each species including 
botanical name, common name, plant habitat and 
flower characteristics. 234 colour photographs. 


$20.00 plus postage 


Reserve your copy today by ordering... 


Website: australianorchidfoundation.org.au 
Tel/Fax: (03) 5627 6303 
P.0. Box 322 Essendon North 3041 Australia 
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ANOS Newcastle Group Spring Show 


Tony Lowe 


ANOS Newcastle once again were very pleased 
and proud of the display presented to the judges 
and visiting public at their annual Spring Show. 
This was the second year at Windale - Gateshead 
Bowling Club and most would agree there was a 
noticeable increase in patronage and interest in 
the growing of native orchids. 


As with near every show the anticipation as to 
how will have plants and how many to make the 
show was rife, but on the day it all came 
together to weigh lay any concerns. 


At this time of year and at a glance, the 
speciosums generally dominate most 
proceedings, but in looking across the room 
there was a good and even balance, between a 
good number of species and a wide variety of 
hybrids on display. 


This year in particularly the terete style of plants, 
were truly majestic, from the newer hybrid 
offerings to the more established traditional 
specimens. So much so that a Den. teretifolium 
owned by Ron Young was presented as Grand 
Champion of the show, Ron had his plant at it's 


ANOS Newcastle 2014 Spring Show Champions 


Reserve Champion D. speciosum var. speciosum ‘National White’ x Peter Denning 
D. speciosum var. curvicaule ‘Daylight Moon’. 
Champion D. speciosum var. speciosum ‘National White’ x Peter Denning 
Dendrobium speciosum | D. speciosum var. curvicaule 'Daylight Moon’. 
Champion Hybrid Den. Jayquest 'Fred' 
Champion Any Other Den. teretifolium 'Judy' Ron Young 
Species 





Dendrobium Jesmond Treasure ‘Melissa’ 













Champion Terrestrial Pterostylis pedunculata Grahame Young 


Champion Australasian | Den. Sylvester sweet Brian Gerhard 
Orchid 
Champion Specimen Den. Jesmond Treasure 'Melissa' Grahame Young 


Champion Novice Den. speciosum var. grandiflorum John Larkey 
Champion Seedling Den. speciosum Palmerston x Kullaroo. Grahame Young 
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best, a beautifully balanced plants on the 
mount, flowering to perfection. All the 
champions are a credit to their owners, they 
certainly would have challenge the judging 
panel. See the full list of champions below, 
congratulations. 


The success of the show it attributed to the 
many contributors and the hard work of the 
committee and others. A special thanks to our 
judging panel, who made the trip to Newcastle 
and for the lending their expertise, we hope 
they enjoyed the show. Along with our judges, 
the club also wishes to thank the staff of the 
Windale—Gateshead Bowling Club for all their 
assistance, we look forward to being back in 
2015. 


Along with the above Champions, a special 
award of ‘Most Successful Exhibitor’, was 
presented to Grahame Young, an award 
donated by Ted and Winsome Walmesley, 
many thanks Ted and Winsome. 


Grand Champion of the 
show, Dendrobium 
teretifolium ‘Judy’ and 
proud owner, Ron Young. 


r 
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Cedarvale 
Orchids 


Specialist breeders of 
Australian Native Orchid 
Species and Hybrids 


2014 CATALOGUE 


NOW AVAILABLE 


See Website for Listing/Or Send SAE 
Visit us at upcoming shows 


(see website for venue details) 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 
email: cedarvaleorchids @cedarvaleorchids.com 


website: www.cedarvaleorchids.com 
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Left—Champion Dendrobium speciosum, D. 
speciosum var. speciosum ‘National White’ X 
Den. speciosum var. curvicaule ‘Daylight Moon’. 


Below—Champion Hybrid of the show, D. 
Jayquest ‘Fred’ 





Barrita Orchids 


With the Sydney ANOS show season over for 
another year, the pilgrimage to Barrita Orchids 
at Kulnura—about an hour north of Sydney— 
was a nice bookend for the year. As a breeder 


and producer of fine, ‘florist style’ Sarcochilus ; 


hybrids Scott Barrie is rapidly creating a name 
for himself with his fine group of hybrids that 
bear the ‘Kulnura’ name. 


While the most interesting part of the day is the 
chance to pick through a selection of hybrids 
pulled aside to please the visitors and buyers, an 
array of plants are used as a display in the 
packing shed. These provide a great teaser for 
the day and show some of the plants that come 
about from the breeding. This is an opportunity 
to see one important thing which we growers— 
with a few plants of this and that—rarely get to 
see. The sheer variety—and sometimes lack of 
variation—that comes from the single pod and 
the hundreds of plants that could be generated 
from the cross ‘if only we had the space’. Well, 





iE i \) 
Visit our Nursery on the 
Mid North Coast near Taree, NSW. 
Large range of 
Australian Native Orchids, species 
& hybrids from tube to flowering size. 


BmseqkClinly Grooms 
WICICOMN Ly AYP POLMMERNER 


Cultural talks & morning tea facilities 
available. Free catalogue & cultural 
notes available by request. 


Nursery Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 4pm 
Saturday by Appointment 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 


Phone: (02) 6553 1012 
www.tinoneeorchids.com orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 


7) 
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> Open Day 2014 


Greg Steenbeeke 








Sarcochilus Kulnura Scoop ‘Barrita’ FCC/AOC- 
NSW. 
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(Above) A portion of the packing shed display being admired before the shadehouse opens for 
purchasers. The odd glow at the back comes from the flasking room, where red and blue LED 
lighting is used to raise the babies. 


(Right) One of the oddest variants either of us y 
had seen—a ‘lampshading’ presentation. Rotten ly 
as a display or retail plant, but interesting as an 
example of genetic variation. 


eal 


Scott has the space, and the capacity to put it to 
its best use. Sometimes, the genes combine in 
odd ways and very interesting plants arise. 


Scott’s breeding aims to improve on plants that | 
flower young, bear multiple racemes and have 
upward or at least mainly upright racemes with 
flowers opening upwards too. This does limit 
the breeding, but really seems to have little 
effect on the variety. 


The open day presents an opportunity to get 
among the best lines that are being bred, and 
see where the breeding of sarcs with upright 
racemes and floriferous, small plants is heading. 
The annual open day is an event that should be 
on the calendar of Australian orchid growers, 
and while this was my first visit to the open day, 
| can assure the reader it will not be my last. 
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(Above) Open day purchasers—the sarcs are on 
trays along the main walkway of the Cymbidium 
house. (Left) A selection of yellow-flowering 


Sarcochilus hybrids in the display. 


AUSTRALIAN DECIDUOUS 
TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS 


Available as.... 
Bare root plants: May — August 
Dormant tubers: November — February 


Easily grown species and hybrids from a range 
of genera including: Caladenia, Chiloglottis, 
Corybas, Cyrtostylis, Diplodium, Diuris, . 
Microtis, Pterostylis and Thelymitra. 


NESBITTS ORCHIDS 
PO BOX 72 
WALKERVILLE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5081 
Phone: (08) 8261 1550 
Email: lesn@adam.com.au 


eS Oe od A 
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ANOS (Melbourne Suburbs Group) Inc. Spring Show 
Report 2014 


A lot of interest was shown and plenty of 
questions asked of our members on growing 
orchids at our one day show held on Saturday 
4" October at the Lillydale Lake Community 
Hall. The weather was beautiful, which brought 
out the crowds visiting the lake, as well as filling 
the air in the hall with a strong Dendrobium 
fragrance. This year we trialed benching all 
orchids in sections, which made setting up 
considerably quicker and allowed the judging 
panel more time to finish before show opening 
time. 


It has not been a good flowering season for 
orchids generally. Our show had an outstanding 
and consistent high quality of cool growing 
species and hybrids, in the Open section and 
noticeably from the novice section. Novices 
featured in the Champion Ribbon Section, with 
Pam Dower winning Best Species by a Novice 
with a very healthy and well flowered 
Sarcochilus falcatus on a mount. Julie Trower 
won Best Novice Hybrid with a six inch pot of 
Den. Yarra Ranges (Den. Les Adams x Den. 
kingianum), a short growing recently registered 
hybrid with delicate pink flowers of excellent 
texture and shape. Lee Andre’s overflowing pot 
of Pterostylis pedunculata earned a sash for 
Best Other Species or Hybrid. 


In the Open section the Adams family carried in 
six large flowering Den. speciosum exhibits 
which provided a striking display of high quality. 
Champion Species and Champion Specimen was 
awarded to Den. speciosum var. hillii ‘Clissold’s 
White’. Champion Hybrid was once again the 
unusual orange-coloured Den. Jesmond Gem 
‘Apricot Pie’, later awarded FCC/AOC. A 
splendid plant of Den. X_ nitidum ‘Hilda 
Curtis’ (Den. speciosum x Den. kingianum), a 
natural hybrid described from south-east 


Pterostylis pedunculata, judged as Best Other 
Species or Hybrid 
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Julie Trower, Secretary of ANOS MSG 


Queensland, was a striking exhibit. 


The Decorative Pots section was again very 
strongly represented, and provides a great 
talking point for visitors who enjoy the different 
way the orchids are presented, often with an 
educative or humorous focus. Rules for the 
section are quite flexible and thanks to those 
who went to the extra effort to prepare them. 
This year the emphasis was on ‘natural’ 
selection. 


Sheryl Lawson provided a _ non-competitive 
basket of flowering Den. Australian Artist from a 
single pod of Den. Cobber ‘Lavender and Lace’ x 
Den. speciosum ‘Windermere’ which showed 
the great variation in flower colour of which this 
cross is capable. Other members have offered to 
do the same for a different hybrid in the future. 


The large benching of natural plants of Den. 


Dey 
Pa . (\y 


Lhe 


magne 
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Dendrobium Yarra 
Ranges, Best 
Novice Hybrid. 





kingianum, as opposed to line bred, has sparked Thanks to the committee and to all who helped 
a renewed interest in growing species Den. with the show preparations, sales and radio 
kingianum. Their delicate colours and shapes interviews to help promote our group. Finally 
are quite delightful. They are judged in a thanks to the dedicated Victorian ANOS Judging 
separate section, with different criteria from the Panel who arrived at 7.30 am on Saturday 
line bred plants. morning to judge the show. 


Dendrobium Jesmond Gem ‘Apricot Pie’ FCC/AOC-Vic, Champion Hybrid of the show. 


) 
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Caladenia rosella — Rosella Spider-orchid pollinator 
Rudie H Kuiter (rudiekuiter@optusnet.com.au) 


Figure 1. A male short-tongue bee Leioproctus obscurus with pollinia from Caladenia rosella on 
the thorax and from Diuris maculata on the face. This individual flew in with the mixed and 
differently coloured pollinia. It was puzzling until seeing the bees visiting Diuris flowers that mimic 
the flowers on which they feed, such as Bitter-pea or Coral-pea, and in the process the head contacts 
the sticky viscidium with the pollinia. On the Caladenia rosella the pollinia is collected with the 
highest part of the thorax. Thus, two orchid species are pollinated by the male of this bee species. 
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During the 2011-13 seasons I'd studied 
pollinators on a number of species of Victoria's 
Caladenia spider-orchids on the Mornington 
Peninsula and in the Wonthaggi coastal 
heathlands. All the orchid species involved were 
pollinated by wasps of the family Tiphiidae, 
subfamily Thynninae that are sexually attracted 
to the flowers emitting a scent that imitates the 
sex-pheromones of the wingless female wasps. | 
commonly referred to the members of the 
Thynninae subfamily as thynniid wasps. My 
findings were first published in the book Orchid 
Pollinators of Victoria (Kuiter 2012), revised ina 
second edition (2013), together with many 
other spider-orchid species from Victoria, but 
missing were the two spider-orchid species 
thought to be pollinated by native bees, namely 
Caladenia rosella from the north-eastern 
outskirts of Melbourne and C. versicolor from 
near Stawell in the western part of the state. 
With the third edition of the book in progress an 
effort was made to include these two species, 
starting with C. rosella, the Rosella Spider- 
orchid, the one flowering first during early 
spring. 


The primarily pink and red species is very 
colourful in our human eyes, and this was 
thought to serve as food-advertising to attract 
insects (van der Cingel, 2001), but the wasps 
and bee pollinators involved do not have a 
vision spectrum that ranges into the red. Also in 
the food-advertising orchid species the labellum 
is usually non-mobile, but in the spider-orchids 
it sits on a flexible strap that makes it very 
mobile. This suggested that the insects involved 
would be males engaging in pseudocopulation 
with the labellum, pulling it up in the process 
and contacting the stigma with their thorax or 
when pollinia present pollinating the flower. To 
find out how this works exactly, one needs to do 
this by observing and photogtaphing the 
pollinators on the spider orchids in the wild, 
which means watching the flowers for many 
hours as visits by insects involved are generally 
very brief and only occasional when conditions 
are just right. It took me several suitable days 
watching the Rosella Spider-orchid flowers to 
confirm that the pollinator was a bee and to 
photograph their actions, but their behaviour 
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was an unexpected surprise as it was not the 
usually food related attraction attributed to 
bees. Instead it was of a sexual nature, exactly 
like found with the thynniid wasps. The colour 
of the spider-orchid flower may serve as being 
highly visible to the bee, but this orchid is not 
involved in mimicry with other flowers. 


The spring-flowering Rosella Spider-orchid is a 
very localised spider-orchid that has become 
rare due to loss of its special habitat and its 
reliance on a specific pollinator may also be a 
factor. When working with the wasp pollinators 
it was found that the best time to observe them 
was the first warm day after a cold spell and 
again this proved to be the case as the first 
warm day for the 2014 season had its rewards 
at Cottles Bridge. Watching a few plants from 
10:30 AM until 4:00 PM saw several bees 
coming to the flowers in the afternoon when 
the area became exposed to the sun. Their visits 
were very brief and the first few individuals 
were missed with the camera, but by sitting 
close to some flowers with camera ready, 
several where eventually photographed. One 
landed on the cage protecting the flowers and 
the thickness of the wire was used to calculate 
the size of the bee from an image, and it 
measured 11 mm in body length. The species 
was identified from the images by Dr Ken 
Walker, Museum Victoria, as Leioproctus 
obscurus, family Colletidae, which are primitive 
wasp-like bees, known as short-tongue bees in 
Australia. The bees were thought to visit the 
spider-orchid flowers to feed on nectar that 
would involve both sexes, but no secretions 
were found in the flowers and all the bees 
observed coming to the orchid flowers were 
male. Some were seen going through the 
motions of pseudocopulation, exactly like the 
way it was observed with the thynniid wasps on 
other spider-orchids. The male bees were also 
seen homing in on the flowers the same way as 
with the wasps, flying in along a path that 
suggested following the trail of an air-carried 
scent, thus indicating the same _ sexual 
attraction. Some arrived with pollinia on their 
thorax, the position it normally sits on the wasp 
pollinators and this is the area on the back 
where from it would most likely deposit pollen 
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Figure 2. Pollinia sits on the back, the highest part of the thorax which is the best position to deposit 


pollen material on to the sticky stigma, and some can be seen in the flower in Figure 1. Diuris 
pollinia seems to bother the bees and they may try to remove it with their front legs. 


material onto the stigma when visiting another 
spider-orchid flower. With those entering the 
flower without pollinia the thorax may hit the 
stigma and pick-up some of the sticky material, 
which in turn may collect pollinia waiting in the 
anther cells as the bee withdraws itself out of 
the flower. 


Several Leioproctus individuals were seen 
coming in with differently coloured pollinia on 
their face, near white instead of yellow, which 
was a bit puzzling until realising later that these 
came from a completely different orchid — the 
Leopard Orchid Diuris maculata (pardina-form) 
that had just started to flower in the area. The 
short-tongue bees feed on shallow flowers such 
as Daviesia which are mimicked by the Diuris 
orchid and later some were observed feeding on 
Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea, Daviesia leptophylla and 
Coral-pea Hardenbergia violacea. 


The site was re-visited six days later to continue 
the study and take more photographs. Most of 
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the Caladenia rosella flowers were pollinated, 
but another four male bees were seen coming 
in on the flowers and photographed. Action 
again started in the afternoon and the images of 
the individuals were taken between 2:30 and 
3:30 PM. The females were looked for on 
flowers on which they were likely to be feeding 
and both sexes of several native bees were 
found, but the female of the pollinator species 
was not seen until about ten days later. Being 
early in the season the few bee species flying 
were the first ones in action. Ken Walker 
informed me that in some bees the males may 
appear several weeks before the females do and 
I’d noticed a similar situation with the thynniid 
wasps species involved with pollinating some of 
the Greencomb Spider-orchids. In these 
situations the males looking for females would 
pick-up only the mimic-pheromones emitted by 
the orchids and keenly go to them. The orchid’s 
flowering would be tuned into the flying time of 
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the male bees and, as males go from one flower 
to another, most of the receptive flowers would 
usually get pollinated before the female bees 
appear at sites where the pollinators occur in 
good numbers. With the wasps it was found 
that usually the males greatly outnumber the 
females early in the season, and this is likely to 


be similar with the bees. The way the 
relationships evolved between these orchids 
and the male wasps and bees seems to be a 
very good strategy, especially when having no 
competition, but only as long as pollinators 
remain present in the area. The strategy by the 
Rosella Spider-orchid was taken up with the bee 
that may be an advantage as the flightless wasp 
females causes localisation of a species whilst 
bees are more mobile and widespread. Some of 
the wasps have become locally extinct in small 
isolated reserves. 


The flowers of the Rosella Spider-orchid have all 
the characters found in the other Caladenia 
spider-orchids that attract the male thynniid 
wasps with kairomones. This is an air-carried 
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Figure 3. This individual was seen flying in, 
landing on grass first where it was trying to pull 
off the attached Diuris pollinia from the head 
with its front legs. The viscidium on the front 
was well attached and it seemed to be there to 
stay, but some parts of a pollinia was on one of 
its legs, may be from an earlier lot. It flew to the 
closest Caladenia rosella flower and checked 
two others nearby. 





scent that imitates the female wasps’ sex 
pheromones to attract the males and this is 
emitted by the osmophores, the numerous tiny 
hair-like glands on the tail-like sections of the 
perianth, whilst the visual attraction is the 
labellum in the centre of the flower on which 
the potential pollinator lands that may look like 
the female to the male. At the base of the 
column there is a pair of yellow glands on the 
inside that may be seen by the male wasp or 
bee as the female’s head and the labellum has a 
certain shape set with calli, in all these features 
may look and feel like a female to the male, 
placing it in the correct position for contacting 
the stigma, collecting pollinia or depositing parts 
of it on the stigma. Several thynniid wasps were 
seen flying or landing close to the Rosella Spider 
-orchids, including mating pairs, but none 
showed an interest in the orchid flowers. The 
pollinating Colletidae bees are very close 
relatives of the thynniid wasps and the use of 
sex pheromones by females to attract males 
would be very similar, and in the case of the 
Rosella Spider-orchid only attracting male bees 
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Figure 4. A male not ca 





trying pollinia flew in, 





landed on the labellum and moved in for 


pseudocopulation causing the labellum to hinge forward. Pollinia was already deposited onto the 
stigma from an earlier visitor (shown as yellow bits above the head) and although this flower was 
pollinated it was still producing the scent to attract the male. 


was to be expected. 


Orchids in general are very habitat specific, but 
when it relies on a single pollinator species it 
means that it has become highly specialised, 
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which in turn makes it very vulnerable. Any 
habitat alteration could spell the end for a 
population of such a species like the Rosella 
Spider-orchid, and usually when changes occur 
the pollinators are the first to vanish. Unseen 
pollinators are rarely considered when areas are 
deliberately burned or in the planning of long- 
term protection of the orchids, but looking after 
a rare or endangered species comes down to 
the maintenance of the entire ecosystem in a 
sensible way, close to its original form — and by 
people with local knowledge and a good 
understanding of their flora and fauna. 


Figure 5. An individual feeding on Coral-pea 
Hardenbergia violacea flowers. 
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Figure 6 (left). A male Leioproctus obscurus 
with yellow pollinia from Caladenia rosella on 
thorax and the near white pollinia from Diuris 
maculata on its face. This bee species has long 
and densely set white hairs around the frontal 
sections and abdomen are black with a metallic 
bluish sheen. 


Figure 7 (right). Kairomones, the mimic of sex 
pheromones produced by the female bee, are 
emitted by osmophoric sections, the darker | 
rough-looking long outer sections of the | 
perianth. The scent is carried by the air, but is 
mainly effective on relatively still days as wind 
may disperse it too much. Males may detect this 


from several hundreds of metres away during | 
good conditions. From the observations made at 
Cottles Bridge, the male bees seem most active | 
on the orchids in the afternoon when the sun 
becomes effective. 


Figure 8 (left). The labellum was held 
| down to show the basal part of the column 
| that has yellow glands. These are thought 
| to give a visual guide to the pollinator as 


representing the front of the female bee. In 
some spider-orchid species _ nectar 
~ secretions were found on the labellum calli, 
but none were seen in the flowers of 
— Caladenia rosella. 
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Figure 10. A male Leioproctus 
obscurus, a short-tongue bee — family 
Colletidae, entering flower and going 
through the motion of pseudocopulation, 
but has the whitish pollinia from Diuris 
maculata (pardina) attached to its face. 
The images were taken one second apart 
(clockwise from above). Images by 
Mitch Smith. 


; 
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Diuris — Mimicry 


Diuris maculata mimics various local forms of 
Daviesia and Dillwynia flowers and as a species 
it shows a lot of variation that may differ 
considerably between different regions. Various 
forms with differently marked flowers are going 
under a number of taxonomic names, including 
some recently proposed ones, but in most 
eastern regions of Victoria it closely matches D. 
maculata from NSW and | prefer using this 
name, as it was the first one named. The name 
most commonly used in Victoria is Diuris 
pardina that originated from South Australia, 
but differences stated are generally based on 
colour variations and in many areas the 
different forms mix in the same general regions. 
Such variations are to be expected, especially as 
it involves mimicry of various local flowers. A 
great variety of bees visit the flowers mimicked 
by the orchids and all have the potential of 
collecting the pollinia from Diuris. The viscidium 
has the pollinia at its back and sits at the front in 
the Diuris flower. A bee going on the flower to 
check for food contacts this first and the brief 
touch is enough to attach it to the face. Both 
sexes were observed going to the Diuris flowers 
and some were seen collecting the pollinia. In 
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the areas where Caladenia rosella occurs, the 
most common bee visiting the Diuris was 
Trichocolletes venustus, but several other 
species, including a honeybee, were observed. 
All were feeding on the Daviesia and 
Hardenbergia flowers, and many of the native 
bees were seen with Diuris pollinia on their face. 
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Figure 11. A male with pollinia 
on his face feeding on Narrow- 
leaf Bitter-pea, Daviesia 
leptophylla. 
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Figure 12. A female Beautiful Spring-bee Trichocolletes venustus going on a Diuris flower and the 
Visit is short, just a fraction of a second, but this is enough to collect pollinia. 
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Leo Cady 


Leo was born at Sans Souci NSW 5/8/31, 
educated at Sans Souci Public School, Tempe 
Tech and St. George Technical College training 
as an Automotive Mechanic, specialising in 
Petrol and Diesel motors and farm hydraulics. 
The above is testament to the fact that many 
who achieve in this life do not necessarily do so 
via their chosen profession. 


His interest in native orchids came through a 
general interest in plants, at that time cacti and 
succulents. However the establishment of ANOS 
in 1963 offered an opportunity to further this 
interest he became a foundation member, 
although not a member of the then Wollongong 
and District Native Orchid Society (now ANOS 
Illawarra) until July 1983. 


In 1970 he wrote the text for the book 
“Australian Native Orchids in Colour’ with 
photographer, Eric Rotherham. He has had over 
80 papers, mainly on orchids published in 
various books and journals, including one read 


Alan W. Stephenson 


at the 5" World Orchid Conference in Hamburg, 
Germany. Forty one of these articles have been 
for The Orchadian.” 


During the writing and preparation of these 
papers and Leo became an accomplished 
botanical artist and photographer and has also 
contributed in this vein to the ANOS Illawarra 
Bulletin and meetings as a speaker. 


His active field work has located many orchid 
species, including Arachnorchis cadyi (1958), 
which when originally discovered, was known as 
Caladenia sp. aff. fitzgeraldii until a revision by 
David L. Jones (DU) in 2007. Leo also described 
and named Pterostylis plumosa in 1969. The 
species was also in the DLJ revision and is now 
known as Plumatichilos plumosum. 


This work has been of great value not only to 
those interested in native orchids generally but 
specifically those more focussed on the species 
available in the Illawarra, Shoalhaven and 


Southern Highland areas and Leo has been more 





} 
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than willing over many years to share this 
information with all, including locations of 
several rare and endangered species. 


Other notable finds have been Calochilus 
pulchellus, which was at the time known as 
Calochilus sp. aff. grandiflora. Leo was also the 
first to locate Prasophyllum affine in 1959 
between Callala and Currarong after it was 
considered to have been lost from its original 
location: between South Head (Sydney) and 
Botany Bay. Both species are now listed as 
vulnerable or endangered. His wide experience 
and body of work, particularly in the 





Shoalhaven, Illawarra and Southern Highlands 
has been of great help to those who follow his 
example and he is always willing to answer any 
question or identify a mystery orchid. 


Leo continues to write and for several years 
despite periods of poor health has been working 
ona book of Pterostylis Orchids of the World. 


It is for the above reasons Leo was honoured 
with Life Membership of the ANOS Illawarra 
Group at the 2014 Spring Show. 


ANOS Illawarra 2014 Spring Show 


To say the least the show this year was different 
but very good with a great range of colour. The 
good and different was that compared with 
2013 when flowering plants of Den. speciosum 
were more than abundant in their natural 


Alan Stephenson 


habitat, their numbers in the show were at the 
usual standard but in 2014 when flowering 
plants of that same species were few and far 
between our small group benched 27 plants and 
three extra benches were required. On the 





Phil Barrett’s Dendrobium speciosum ‘National White’ x ‘Daylight Moon’ - Grand Champion at 
Wollongong’s Spring Show. 
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Phil Barrett’s Dendrobium Kayla, Champion Hybrid of the ANOS Illawarra Spring Show. 


78 The Orchadian, Volume 18 Number 1 





The Orchadian, Volume 18 Nu 


mber 1 


(Left) Dendrobium rarum 
presented by Rob Trevenar, 
Champion Australasian Species 


(Below) Dendrobium 
(Dockrillia) Australian Ginger, 
Champion Australasian Hybrid 
and Best Cultured Orchid, grown 
by Alan Stephenson. 








Peter Gough Memorial for Sarcochilus falcatus—awarded to Alan Stephenson. 


other hand when the Dockrillia section is 
normally inundated with D. striolata, this 
species was missing, although they were 
benched one month later at the Sarcochilus 
Show. 


Despite the ups and downs of benching, entries 
were good at 219 plants and the Champion 
Orchid of the Show was a Dendrobium 
speciosum and as presented by top grower Phil 
Barrett it was a well earned win. D. speciosum 
‘National White’ x ‘Daylight Moon’ presented 
well-shaped yellow flowers on racemes with the 
desired foxtail effect. The same plant also won 
Champion Species and Phil also went home with 
the Champion Native Hybrid, Den. Kayla, Best 
Dendrobium speciosum seedling and a host of 
first prizes. Champion Australasian Species was 
a plant of Dendrobium rarum presented by Rob 
Trevenar who benches many Australasian 
species and hybrids. 


Other champion prizes including the Peter 
Gough Memorial for Sarcochilus falcatus went 
to Alan Stephenson who also presented the 
Champion Australasian Hybrid, Den. (Dockrillia) 
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Australian Ginger. This plant also won the Best 
Cultured Orchid. 


The terrestrial section was one of the less well 
represented sections this year but won by long- 
time terrestrial advocate Graeme Bradburn with 
Oligochaetochilus boormanii, a multi-flowered 
species. Another entry worthy of mention was a 
small, different species Cyrtostylis reniformis 
benched by Nita Wheeler. The flowers are small, 
flesh coloured and provides some idea of the 
diversity of shape available within this group. 


All members who benched plants and provided 
their time and effort should feel good with the 
overall look and profit resulting from that input. 
These are Secretary Bruce Porter and his wife 
Robyn who regularly produce a great effort, 
Albie and Thelma King, long term and first class 
contributors, John and Judy Douglas, Phil and 
Marian Barrett, Barry Bush, Bob Morton, John 
Frecklington, Anton, Joan, Christine, Russell, 
Graeme, Daniel and Helen. Comments from 
visitors regarding colour, plant variety and the 
Opportunity to have an orchid of any type 
assessed and re-potted continue to provide 
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ANOS Illawarra with evidence we are still 
heading in the right direction. 


¥ 
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ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 


Specialist Supplier of fine orchid literature 


Large selection of new and 
pre-owned titles available. 


Browse our website at your leisure 


www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Or send for our catalogue. 


Grahame and Margaret Muller 
PO Box 4192, Tinana QLD 4850 
Phone 07 4122 1251 Fax 07 4122 4539 
Email: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Dendrobium speciosum—Grand Champion 
(left top) and Champion Seedling (below and 
lower left) 





Dendrobium tangerinum ‘Blackalls’ - G. Hermon Slade Trophy for Species, owned by Fred Fear. 


ANOS (Geelong Group) Inc. Annual Show 2014 


Frances Wilde, Immediate Past President & Show Co-ordinator 


Don Bradshaw on right 
** receiving his Grand Champion 
' trophy from the Masonic Lodge 
Master in centre and Kevin 
Cummins on left holding the 
winning plant. 
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On 1* November our annual show was held in a 
new venue. Early in the year the church hall 
where we held our monthly meetings was sold 
and we had to find another venue for these 
meetings. We found a lovely hall right in the 
centre of Geelong. The size of the room was big 
enough to use for our show as well but the 
catch was we could only have it for the 
Saturday as being a church hall it was used 
Sunday by the church goers. We decided to try 
it as we are all getting older and a two day show 
is a lot of work for a few. 


We always hold our show on the first weekend 
in November this being a good time to exhibit 
our Sarcochilus. In this area we have quite a few 
members who concentrate on _ growing 
Sarcochilus and the winner of our show for 
2014 was Don Bradshaw, who always seems to 
come up with a beautiful plant. This year he 
brought in a Plectochilus Jester with 5 lovely 
gently arching spikes, not a blemish on the 
plant and was a well-deserved winner. This was 
a seedling grown from a flask bred by David 
Butler. 


John Haniver was our Reserve Champion 
with his Sarco. hartmannii, this plant also 
received Best Specimen Species. Rosie 
Seljak a member of the Geelong Orchid & 
Indoor Plant Club also brought in her 
Sarco. Melba and the plant received a 
Most Outstanding Award. Rosie is also a 
great grower of orchids. 


We have to thank the hybridisers for all 
these beautiful orchids, they have come a 
long way since we first started growing 
Sarcochilus 40 years ago, the colours have 
changed dramatically in this time. We look 
forward to the future seedlings still tok 
come. 


Sarcochilus hartmannii—Reserve 
Champion , owned by John Haniver. 
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Plectochilus Jester (above) - Grand Champion 
of the show. 
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Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum ‘Windermere’ 


By Graeme Russell - with apology to Shakespeare 


‘Windermere’ oh ‘Windermere’ wherefore 
art thou ‘Windermere’ 


Dendrobium speciosum var. = speciosum 
‘Windermere’ is one of the most recognised 
speciosum cultivars. It has been used in 
breeding probably more than any _ other 
speciosum. 


Although well known, there has always been 
widely differing opinions on where it came 
from. Was it found in hospital grounds in 
Sydney or from a tip near Gosford or from 
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somewhere else? These are just a sample of the 
differing opinions. 


To answer the question we must go back to the 
2010 - 2012 ANOS Judging Course held at the 
property of Gerry Walsh - “The Rock Lilly Man”. 
Some eighteen students signed up for what 
proved to be a fantastic course with great 
teachers having a wealth of experience. A 
requirement of the course was for each student 
to take on a relevant research topic and present 
it to the group as part of the final course 
assessment. 


On the first day of the course, | 
asked if there was a listing of the 
better known speciosums broken 
down into the nine varieties. The 
answer was ‘No, but such a list 
would be of great benefit’. | 
therefore nominated this as my 
assignment. Little did | realise the 
amount of work involved as | was 
asked to also include where 
plants were found in the bush 
and the name of the person who 
found the plant. For line bred 
plants also the breeder’s name 
and the plant parents. Also 
required was any ANOS or AOC 
awards granted to the plants. 
Inter-varietals were excluded 
except for those which had been 
awarded. Coincidentally the next 
Orchadian issue in September 
2010 announced that Roslyn 
Capell was undertaking a similar 
task on behalf of ANOS. 


The process used was to draw up 
a basic list from my own small 
collection, nursery and breeders’ 
catalogues, OrchidWiz, plus lists 
of awards and the internet. This 
basic list of 167 cultivars was 
then given to an experienced 
grower who added, deleted and 
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corrected the listing. My two stipulations for 
adding new names were 


a) limited to better known names likely to be 
seen on show benches or sales tables and 


b) plants the grower felt were important. 


The revised list was then given to another 
experienced grower to refine. This process 
continued until a total of nineteen growers 
provided valuable input with each adding their 
own specialised knowledge. 


The final listing of some 281 cultivars was given 
to Roslyn who combined it into her list which 
can be found on the ANOS web site 


www.anos.org.au/information (then click on 


Dendrobium Speciosum Cultivars) 


During the process it was decided to withhold 
the names of those who collected plants from 
the bush. Nevertheless, it’ soon became 
apparent there were widely differing opinions 
on where Windermere was actually found. Even 
so, all nineteen growers agreed that Peter Bond 
had found the plant and had_ successfully 
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benched Windermere for many years in the 
1970's. 


The following are examples of opinions offered:- 
“found at a tip near Gosford” 


“from a nursing home garden — location 
unknown” 


“bush clone — named ‘Bonds’ then ‘5X’ then 
‘Windermere’” 


“from a hospital at either Lewisham or 
Petersham and saved from a tree being 
bulldozed with the plant headed for the tip” 


“from a garbage tip at Gosford or possibly from 
the Hawkesbury region” 


“from a garbage tip at Gosford” 


“from Lewisham Hospital. Saved from a tree 
being bulldozed with the plant headed for 
the tip. Named ‘Lew’ then ‘5X’ then 
‘Windermere’” 


As can be seen from the above, there were two 
distinct groups — either from “a hospital ground 
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in Sydney” or from “a tip at Gosford”. Opinions 
were very strong on both sides. However, all 
agreed that Peter Bond found ‘Windermere’. 


| spent a lot of time trying to find Peter and was 
finally successful a couple of days before 
presenting my assignment to the Judging Panel. 
Peter visited me in Sydney and confirmed:- 


‘Windermere’ was found on an ash tip outside 
the boiler house at Lewisham Hospital in 
1971 


it had been cut down from a Camphor Laurel 
tree and was on its way to the local tip 


it won the Grand Champion Native Orchid at 
Cumberland and Bankstown Orchid societies 


in 1972. Also at Bankstown in 1973 and 
1974. Peter proudly showed me the ribbons 
and certificates, he had retained, from those 
shows held over 40 years ago. 


Peter confirmed the plant had a couple of 
names before he settled on Windermere’ which 
was named after Windermere Park near 
Morisset where he lived at the time. 


Obviously someone had placed the plant in the 


tree at Lewisham at some earlier stage. 
Therefore, the original bush location of 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 


‘Windermere’ remains unknown. Peter feels it is 
a ‘Hawkesbury Sandstone form’. 





South Western Survey 
Nita Wheeler, ‘Bunduluk’ Lachlan Valley Way, Yass NSW 2582 


As some of you may remember for some years 
now Peter Eygelshoeven, Graeme Bradburn and 
| have been venturing west into NSW looking for 
terrestrial orchids (e.g. The Orchadian 15(10)). 
In the last few years our number has been 
reduced as Peter (former editor of the 
Orchadian) has moved overseas to Holland to 
seek his fortune and other trips were cancelled 
due to the author being incapacitated with a 
spinal cyst. However thanks to modern 
medicine | am mobile once again, so when 
Graeme rang and suggested a small venture into 
the wilderness | was agreeable. 


Graeme arrived on the afternoon of 27" April 
2012 and we decided that this trip would be less 
of an orchid hunt and more of an investigation 
to see how the country was recovering after so 
many bad years of drought and a few years of 
average rainfall. As most of you would know, 
we have had quite a bit of good soaking rain in a 
lot of places early 2012 on the western side of 
the ranges and here in Yass the country is 
looking good. That evening was spent planning 
our trip, arguing politics and climate change, 
topped off with some fine old rummy port - the 
evenings do get cold here. 
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Surprisingly we were ready to go Saturday 
morning and decided to check out some of our 
local favourite spots first. We drove to Boorowa 
where some years ago | had found Eriochilus 
seed pods in late May so was optimistic about 
finding flowers but nothing. However it was 
gratifying that the area was healthy and covered 
with the usual native plants, so recovering well. 


At this time Graeme decided that we would use 
his Satellite navigation system (which we later 
christened Frannie) to take a short cut across to 
Rye Park. However there is no short cut and 
after Graeme realised Frannie wanted to take us 
about 60km rather than tell us to do a U turn, 
we returned to Boorowa and hence to Rye Park. 
The country and the block we visit were looking 
fabulous. For those of you who didn’t see the 
country during the drought the transformation 
has been amazing. There had been a lot of rain 
on the block we visit, the creek had flooded and 
pushed a lot of rocks downstream and many big 
trees had fallen in the wind. It was difficult to 
get our bearings as familiar landmarks were 
gone. Our friend Verdie had his GPS with him 
but it really wasn’t much use. We couldn’t find 
our patches of Corysanthes (Corybas) near the 
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Pterostylis (Diplodium) sp. aff. revolutum (Booroowa area) 


creek, possibly buried under washed-down leaf 
litter, but there were the usual thousands of 
Pterostylis nutans rosettes everywhere, in some 
places impossible to avoid treading on them. On 
the opposite side of the creek were many P. 
revoluta rosettes but only a few still in flower, as 
well as P. truncata rosettes but few flowers, and 
several large patches of Acianthus in spike and 
flower. There has been follow up rain there, so 
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spring flowering should be great. 


Saturday night was a convivial repeat of the 
previous evening, so on Sunday morning 
Graeme and | set off for West Wyalong. We 
called in to Wallendbeen and Stockinbingal 
cemeteries and it was pleasing to see that they 
too were recovering nicely and worthy of a 
spring visit. | had heard rumours of Cymbidium 
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canaliculatum growing some ten years ago on 
the trees between Mirrool and West Wyalong - 
a distance of 47km. Despite slow driving, 
frequent stops and short trips down dirt tracks 
no orchids were seen. Our best find was a huge 
mud nest, the owner of which we did not see. 
The country there was very dry and has had no 
follow up rain but still looks promising for 
terrestrials. 


After a quick hamburger in West Wyalong ( a 
real, old-fashioned one) we met up with 
Malcolm Carneige of the Lake Cowal 
Conservation Centre. | had contacted him earlier 
in the week and he gave us a tour of the Centre 
which is used for educational purposes. He also 
showed us the extensive collection of herbarium 
specimens which he maintains, collected over 
many years from all parts of the Riverina area, 
fascinating and quite a surprise to find in the 
middle of nowhere. 


He guided us to an 8,500 acre reserve near the 
Centre but said that without the follow up rains 
there wasn’t any sign of orchids. However he 
had seen both a black and a brown snake earlier 
that day and there were plenty of tiger snakes 
around. We saw no orchids or snakes but it was 
definitely good terrestrial country - rough, 
rocky, with lichen and ground fern still 
struggling to recover from the dry. A definite 
revisit and many thanks to Malcolm. 


He also suggested we visit the Wyrra State 
Forest not far away. This is 1,300 hectares of 
red ironbark, grey box and bull oak with 
beautiful red powdery soil and a ground cover 
of native grasses and wildflowers. It was also 
very dry but a definite revisit option. We were 
planning to go on to Rankin Springs but as it was 
getting late and the country was so dry, Graeme 
decided we would leave that until spring and we 
headed for Narrandera. A local pizza, a few 
drinks, a few more plans made for Monday and 
a good night’s sleep. In the morning we found 
out the Motel owner was a former Oncidium 
and Odontoglossum grower from Sydney - you 
just can’t escape orchid people. 


It was a beautiful crisp, clear, sunny morning so 
we turned on Frannie the Satnav and headed 


towards Galore Hill. Our first stop was the 
Gillenbah State Forest - 3300 hectares of box 
trees with an understorey of native grasses, 
Eriostemon, Acacia and Brachyscome growing in 
red loam and very promising for a revisit despite 
being dry at the time. 


Further down the road we reached the 
Buckingbong State Forest, a 12,000 hectare 
forest with cypress pine, western grey box, 
hopbush and the usual native grasses and 
flowers, beautiful red loam and a good dirt road 
straight through the middle of the forest. 
Unfortunately, although one side of the road is 
State Forest, the other side is marked as private 
property. We had intended to drive straight 
through the forest but we came across a rather 
large tree down across the road. In dampish 
depressions in the shade on the side of the road 
we found quite a few leaves of rufa type 
Pterostylis, but no flowers. 


The name Buckingbong brought back memories 
to me of my teenage daughter in the 1990s 
coming home one day wearing a T-shirt which 
instead of the ubiquitous statement of 
“Billabong” across the front was proudly 
emblazoned with “Bringabong”. | think | was the 
only parent on the Northern Beaches at the 
time who thought this was amusing. 


By this stage we could just about hear the 
exasperation in Frannie’s voice as she kept 
“recalculating” and several times we unplugged 
her just to shut her up. However she was 
pleased when we left the forest and were back 
on the main road until we came to the small 
town of Boree Creek where we naturally turned 
left on seeing a cemetery sign. The cemetery 
was nowhere to be seen but Graeme was 
delighted when Frannie in desperation was 
forced to tell us to do a u-turn to get back to the 
main road. It was her first u-turn, and she 
seemed to sulk a little after that. 


Galore Hill Recreation Reserve was our next 
destination. This is between Narrandera and 
Lockhart and is a hill rising 215 metres above 
the plains below and consists of 510 hectares of 
natural bush. Peter and Graeme had been there 
two years ago when the country was still pretty 
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grim and Graeme was delighted to see signs of 
recovery after the rain. The mosses and ferns 
were green again with lots of evidence of 
grasses and wildflowers but, like everywhere 
else, follow up rain is needed. We saw quite a 
few P. revoluta rosettes, finished flowers and 
several still in flower - including a double 
headed one, and some _ Friochilus leaves. 
Graeme climbed one of the ridges and 
discovered a large patch of Cyrtostylis and some 
leaves, probably of P. laxa. This is really a 
beautiful spot with some wonderful lookouts 
over the country from the top of the hill. 


After almost running out of petrol at Lockhart 
and eventually finding the only petrol station 
down a side street (no thanks to Frannie who 
wanted us to go miles down the road), we 
moved on to The Rock. This is a huge formation 
some 6km west of the township of the same 
name. It is a 340 hectare Nature Reserve rising 
364 metres above the surrounding plains and is 


an island of natural habitat for the local flora 
and fauna in an agricultural landscape. Like 
Galore Hill, this area is recovering but still very 
dry and did provide us with P. nana rosettes, 
Thelymitra leaves and lots of P. revoluta 
rosettes, with spent flowers and open flowers. 
There is a 6km walking track on the rock but we 
decided the day was getting late and we were 
unlikely to see orchids other than those we had 
already seen, so decided to head homewards. 


Graeme wanted to be back in Wollongong that 
night, and although we had spent limited time 
at both Galore Hill and The Rock a further visit 
in spring would be worthwhile. With Frannie 
happy again to be on a main road and recovered 
from the sulks, we headed back to Yass via 
Wagga Wagga, pleased with the rate of 
recovery of the flora and planning to monitor 
the rainfall over autumn and winter hoping for 
the best spring flowering in 15 years. 


2014 Speciosum Spectacular 
Another great father’s day weekend at Kempsey. 
John Zietsch, Secretary, ANOS Mid North Coast Group 


The weekend began on Friday night with the 
customary welcome BBQ provided by ANOS Mid 
North Coast Group. This was followed by a very 
entertaining talk from the guru of Dendrobium 
speciosum variety grandiflorum, Gerry Walsh 


— ha 
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A view of the Speciosum Spectacular show display. Photo by Bill Dobson. 


which he illustrated with a unique collection of 
photos showing grandiflorums in their natural 
habitat. 


The judges had the task of sorting through some 
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Dendrobium speciosum ‘Sonny James’, Champion Species of the show (this page). Photographs 


supplied by Bill Dobson 


240 odd exhibits of many high quality orchids to 
find the champions. Again growers from the 
Newcastle region made a huge contribution to 
the display of hybrids while the display of 
speciosums from Ted and other growers is 
breath taking. Without these and the many 
other growers from outside the area the show 
could not be so successful. 


During the judging Ted demonstrated how he 
divides his speciosums and discussed his culture 
methods. If you want to learn from the master 
there is no other place to go. 


A BBQ and coffee was available all day and this 
provided an atmosphere in which visitors were 
able to enjoy each others company in a friendly, 
relaxing environment and admire some 
exquisite native orchids. 


Around 140 guests attended the presentation 
dinner on Saturday night at Kempsey Heights 
Bowling Club. Ted Walmsley was presented with 
the trophy for the grand champion D. speciosum 
‘Sonny James’ (var. speciosum ‘Red Spot’ x var. 
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pedunculatum ‘Red Factor’). This plant was from 
a cross made many years ago by Phil Spence. 


The champion native hybrid went to 
Dendrobium Dingadee ‘Bob’ owned by Wayne 
Perrin. This is a truly magnificent plant which 
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dampener on things. 


The weekend could not be the success it is 
without the magnificent sponsorship of Phil 
Ritchie and the incredible effort of Ted and 
Winsome Walmsley and their fantastic family. 
Their efforts are greatly appreciated by all who 
attended. 


Thank you to all those who attended and if you 
haven’t been able to make it to Kempsey we 
hope to see you there next Father’s Day 
weekend when we will welcome back so many 
long-time friends. 


Don’t forget your entries to the 2014 Speciosum 
Competition. 


Dendrobium Dingadee ‘Bob’, Champion Hybrid 
of the show (this page). Photographs by Bill 
Dobson. 





will only improved as it grows to a larger 
specimen. Wayne also collected the champion 


hybrid seedling class with another plant of D. ~ 4 


Dingadee. 





The inaugural ‘Legends Trophy’ to perpetuate fp 4 
the memory of ANOS Mid North Coast members 
Alwyn Flanagan and Syd Burton who both f 
passed away during the year, was awarded to 
the most successful exhibitor. That honour this 
year went to Wayne Perrin. 


ANOS Judges awarded HCCs to both the 
champion D. speciosum and the champion 
hybrid. Several plants have also been 
recommended for AOC awards. 


The Sunday bush walk was again well attended 
with visitors encountering a good number of 
species. Plants found included D. aemulum, D. 
tetragonum, D. speciosum var. hillii, D. 
schoeninum, D._— gracilicaule, Sarcochilus 
olivaceus, S. falcatus, Plectorrhiza tridentata, 
Bulbophyllum exiguum and Calanthe 
australasica. An untimely shower put a bit of a 
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Life Members of ANOS 


Lloyd Bradford Eric Gordon Robert Napier & Janet Napier 
David Banks Noel Grundon John Riley 
Joe Betts Michael Harrison Ruth Rudkin 
Murray Corrigan George Hillman G. Hermon Slade 
Alan Dash David Jones Graham Slater 
Alick Dockrill Robert Murch Alan Stephenson 
Fred Fordham William Murdoch Wal & Jill Upton 





Index continued from page 2 


Dendrobium Yarra Ranges * Julie Trower 65 
Dendrobium Jesmond Gem ‘Apricot Pie’ FCC/AOC- Vic 3 Peter Adams 65 
Figure 1. A male short-tongue bee Leioproctus obscurus with pollinia from Caladenia rosella on 
the thorax and from Diuris maculata on the face : Rudie Kuiter 66 
Figure 2. Pollinia sits on the back, the highest part of the thorax Rudie Kuiter 68 
Figure 3. Individual was seen flying in, landing on grass first where it was trying to pull off the 
attached Diuris pollinia from the head with its front legs Rudie Kuiter 69 
Figure 4. A male not carrying pollinia flew in, landed on the labellum and moved in for 
pseudocopulation causing the labellum to hinge forward Rudie Kuiter 70 


Figure 5. An individual feeding on Coral-pea Hardenbergia violacea flowers R. Kuiter 70 
Figure 6. A male Leioproctus obscurus with yellow pollinia from Caladenia rosella on thorax and 


the near white pollinia from Diuris maculata on its face Rudie Kuiter 71 
Figure 7. Kairomones ... Sex pheromones ... are emitted by osmophoric sections, the darker rough- 
looking long outer sections of the perianth : ‘ Rudie Kuiter 71 
Figure 8. The labellum was held down to show the basal part of the column that has yellow 
glands ... Visual guide to the pollinator : , Rudie Kuiter 71 
Figure 9. Some of the Rosella Spider-orchid flowers. ‘ Rudie Kuiter 72 
Figure 10. A male Leioproctus obscurus ... entering flower and going through the motion of 
pseudocopulation ... pollinia from Diuris maculata (pardina) Mitch Smith 73 
Figure 11. A male with pollinia on his face feeding on Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea, Daviesia leptophylla 
Rudie Kuiter 74 
Figure 12. A female Beautiful Spring-bee Trichocolletes venustus going on a Diuris flower and the 
visit is short, ... but this is enough to collect pollinia Rudie Kuiter 70 
Leo Cady and Alan Stephenson at the Illawarra Sarcanthinae Show __ Bruce Porter 76 
Dendrobium speciosum ‘National White’ x ‘Daylight Moon’ - Grand Champion at Wollongong’s 
Spring Show : Alan Stephenson 77 
Dendrobium Kayla, Ghampion Hybade _ANOS Illawarra Spring Show A.Stephenson 78 
Dendrobium rarum ... Champion Australasian Species. ; Alan Stephenson 79 
Dendrobium (Dockrillia) Australian Ginger, Champion Australasian Hybrid and Best Cultured 
Orchid ‘ , : : Alan Stephenson 79 
Peter Gough Memorial for Sarcochilie falcatus : Alan Stephenson 80 


Dendrobium speciosum—Grand Champion and Champion Seedling Alan Stephenson 81 
Dendrobium tangerinum ‘Blackalls’ - G. Hermon Slade Trophy Supplied byIBTC 82 


Grand Champion Trophy presentation at ANOS Geelong show Frances Wilde 82 
Plectochilus Jester (above) - Grand Champion of the show Frances Wilde 83 
Sarcochilus hartmannii—Reserve Champion, owned by John Haniver Frances Wilde 83 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum ‘Windermere’ - raceme David Butler 84 
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Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum ‘Windermere’ - flowers David Butler 85 


Pterostylis (Diplodium) sp. aff. revolutum (Booroowa) Graeme Bradburn 87 
A view of the Speciosum Spectacular show display. Bill Dobson 89 
Dendrobium speciosum ‘Sonny James’, Champion Species Bill Dobson 90 
Dendrobium Dingadee ‘Bob’, Champion Hybrid of the show Bill Dobson 9] 
Calanthe australasica : : d : : Greg Steenbeeke 93 
Sarcochilus hybrids on the greenhouse wall at Green Vista Orchids David Butler Back Cover 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum ‘Windermere’ David Butler Back Cover 





\ 
All d 


ates 2015 unless noted—States are colour coded: QLD, NSW, VIC 


ANOS Mid North Coast Show 
Includes the Speciosum Spectacular 
Saturday—Sunday 5-6 September 
57 Spooners Avenue 

Greenhill via Kempsey 


ANOS Central Coast Sarcochilus Show 
Saturday — Sunday 17-18 October 2015 
Penrose Nursery & Aquarium Centre 

224 Central Coast Highway (Cnr. Penrose Cres.) 
Erina 


ANOS Central Coast Spring Show 
Friday — Sunday 21-23 August 2015 
Narara Valley Nursery 

2 Manns Road, Narara 


The Christmas Orchid, Calanthe 
triplicata, which is also known as 
C. australasica, a humid: forest 
ground orchid from eastern 
Australia often in bloom at this 
time of year. 
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DIRECTORY OF A.N.O.S. GROUPS (and Associated Societies) 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
e ANOS Central Coast: PO Box 3010, Erina NSW 2250 - (02) 4340 5157 
2nd Wednesday each month, 8pm. Narara Community Centre, 2 Pandala Rd, Narara 2250 
e ANOS Far North Coast Inc: PO Box 949, Ballina NSW 2478 - (02) 6686 6303 
3rd Saturday each month (except December), 2pm. C.W.A. Room, River Street, Ballina. 
e ANOS Illawarra: 2 Wilford St, Corrimal NSW 2518 - (02) 4284 8308 
2nd Tuesday each month, 7pm. Old Court House, Wollongong. 
° ANOS Macarthur and District: 43 Strickland Cres, Ashcroft NSW 2168 - (02) 4681 8589 
3rd Thursday each month, 8pm. Birriwa Community Hall, Fitzpatrick Rd, Mt Annan. 
° ANOS Mid-North Coast: 69 The Lakes Way, Forster NSW 2428 - (02) 6554 9733. 
Last Sunday each month, 12 noon, followed by BBQ. Contact secretary for location—Taree or 
Wauchope. 
° ANOS Newcastle: PO Box 4021, Rathmines NSW 2283 - (02) 4975 3729. 
4th Thursday each month, 7.30pm. Elermore Vale Community Centre, 129 Croudace St, Elermore Vale 
° ANOS Sydney Inc.: 22 Rabaul Ave, Whalan NSW 2770 - (02) 8824 6338. 
3rd Friday each month, 8pm. Senior Citizens Hall, B.H. Community Centre, Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 
° ANOS Warringah Inc.: PO Box 421, Forestville NSW 2087 - (02) 9981 2525 
3rd Tuesday each month, 8pm. Community Hall, Starkey St, Forestville. 


NEW ZEALAND 
e ANOS New Zealand Native Orchid Group: 42 Titiro Moanna Rd, Korokoro, Lower Hutt 5012 


QUEENSLAND 

° ANOS Beenleigh Inc.: PO Box 1130, Beenleigh QLD 4207 - (07) 3805 1973 

1st Thursday each month, 7.30pm. Showground Hall, James St, Beenleigh. 

e ANOS Kabi Inc.: PO Box 424, Aspley QLD 4034 - (07) 3359 5752 

2nd Tuesday all months except January, 7.30pm. Bald Hills Memorial Hall, 2126 Gympie Rd, Bald Hills. 

° ANOS Mackay and District Inc.: PO Box 138, Koumala QLD 4738 - (07) 4950 1065 

2nd Thursday each month, Andergrove Community Centre, Celeber Drive, Andergrove. 

° ANOS Townsville Inc.: 92 Curie St, Wulguru QLD 4811 - (07) 4778 4311 

1st Tuesday each month (except January), 8pm. Townsville Orchid Society Hall, Joe Kirwan Park, cnr 
Bamford Lane and Charles St, Townsville. 

e Native Orchid Society of Toowoomba Inc.: 106 Umbiram Rd, Wyreema QLD 4352. 

1st Friday each month, 7.30pm. Lutheran Church Hall, cnr West and Alderley Sts, Toowoomba. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
O) Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc.: PO Box 565 Unley SA 5061 - (08) 8261 1550 
4th Tuesday each month, 8pm. St Matthew's Hall, 67 Bridge St, Kensington 


VICTORIA 

° ANOS Geelong Inc.: 2 Cooper St, Melton South VIC 3338 - (03) 9743 6040. 

2nd Wednesday each month, 7.30pm, Uniting Church Hall, Yarra St, Geelong. 

e ANOS Victoria Inc.: PO Box 308, Boronia VIC 3155 - (03) 9387-2771. 

1st Friday each month, 8pm. Toorak Uniting Church Hall, 603 Toorak Rd, Toorak (Melways 58 K4) 

e ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Group: PO Box 169, Bayswater VIC 3153 - 0419 720 355. 

Ath Wednesday each month, 7.30pm. Montrose Primary School, Leith Rd, Montrose 3765 (Melways 52 
D7) 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
° ANOS Western Australia Inc.: 27 Maidment Parade, Dalyellup WA 6230 - 0419 901 335. 
2nd Monday each month, 8pm. Wilson Community Hall, Braibrise Rd, Wilson. 
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The Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Products Available 


ANOS Awards CD 

° $20 plus postage 

° CD containing award pictures and fact sheets for each award made by ANOS. 
A Checklist of Australian Native Orchid Hybrids—9th Edition (2010) 

° Hybrid checklist of all Australian Native Orchid Hybrids 


Watercolour Drawings 
Superb colour prints of J.J. Riley’s drawings of Australian Orchids are now 


available in 3 sets of 8 different species each. Each set is $15 plus postage 
° Set 1 e Set 2 ° Set 3 


Pterostylis maxima Pterostylis sanguinea Dendrobium moorei 
Dipodium variegatum Pterostylis depauperata — Lyperanthus nigricans 
Pterostylis daintreana Acianthus caudatus Dendrobium bowmanii 
Prerostylis grandiflora Caladenia concinna Eriochilus cucullatus 
Cryptostylis erecta Chiloglottis truncata Pterostylis vittata 
Genoplesium filiforme Dendrobium kingianum Sarcochilus ceciliae 
Diuris lanceolata Sarcochilus australis Sarcochilus falcatus 
Rimacola elliptica Dendrobium striolatum Cymbidium canaliculatum 


Contact the treasurer with regard to availability of these items and in order to 
arrange payment. 


Meeting Planner: Each row is a week in the month—first at top, fourth at bottom. 
For instance, Macarthur and Districts ANOS meets on the 3rd Thursday each month. 


Weekend Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 


Ist Week Townsville Beenleigh Toowoomba 
Victoria 
2nd Week Western Illawarra Central Coast Mackay & 
AMEAFAE Kabi Geelong District 
Far North 3rd Week | Warringah Macarthur & 
Coast (Sat) District 


Mid-North 4th Week | South Australia | Melbourne suburbs | Newcastle 
Coast (Sun) 
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as written of on Page 84. 
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Green Vista Orchids) in Sarcochilus flowering 
” (below), 


‘Windermere 
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season (above) and Dendrobium speciosum 





